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September 2014 

  

1st Place Winner!! 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2011-2012 & 2012-2013 National AAHAM Journal 

Award!! 
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The Illinois AAHAM Board of Directors would 

like to thank each one of you for your  

membership, support and  

participation!!   

We look forward to another year of  

Awesome education and networking  

opportunities! 

 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, 

Maria, Rena, Dave, Vanessa, Jeff and CJ 
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President’s Message 

New Board Members Announced 

Liability Reimbursement WEBINAR info! 

Charles Garvin Golf Outing Highlights 

August Meeting Highlights 

Newly Certified Members  

AAHAM’s Ask and Answer 

Jodie Edmonds, HFS Bulletins 

2014 Calendar of IL AAHAM Events 

IL AAHAM Leadership 

IL AAHAM Corporate Partners 

Inside this edition...Inside this edition...Inside this edition...   

The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update 
the membership regarding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to 
health care administrative professionals. Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the       
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM 
organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this publication without 
the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor 
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President’s 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

 

School is back in session throughout Illinois.  My three kids are now a Freshman (Gehrig), 7th grader (Elle) 
and 5th grader (Grant).  It’s hard to believe my oldest is already in high school.  It seems like only yesterday I 
was moving to Sterling to begin a new phase of my career as the Director of Patient Accounts at CGH Medi-
cal Center.  That was when Gehrig was 6 months old, my how time flies.  With school starting, that always 
also means the Fall Illinois AAHAM golf outing and educational session.  The golf outing is held each year in 
memory of former Illinois AAHAM president Chuck Garvin.  I would like to thank everyone that came out this 

year on what was a very stormy morning and very sultry afternoon, to golf in honor of Chuck’s memory.   

This year’s educational session was at the Par a Dice Hotel in E. Peoria and was a day packed with various 
types of educational messages.  It was much needed for me, to connect with new friends, to reconnect with 
old friends, and to just take some time to recharge my batteries and to have some good laughs.  Thanks to 
Josh Johnson and the program committee for doing another great job of finding a variety of educational  
topics that meet the needs of our diverse membership! Looking ahead, I know from the great discussion that 
was held at our board meeting, that the Annual State Institute coming up Dec 4th and 5th in E. Peoria is going 
to be a can’t miss meeting!  Please make plans to join us this year for top notch speakers that will share  
industry current messages.  In addition to that, it is our annual awards banquet that is sure to have great 
food and entertainment to follow!  More to come on that soon.  I’d also like to thank your board of directors 
again for the countless hours they put in outside of their normal jobs to make this chapter such a great   
success.  I’d encourage each of you to become involved in your local chapter.  Even if you aren’t serving on 
the board directors, there are many committees to serve on that will help you get your feet wet so that you 
can see what it is all about.  You will find me and the rest of the board much more active in asking you to 
jump in to lend a hand in the coming months.  Please take advantage of those opportunities when they are 
presented.  I think you’ll find as I have that the business networking and professional development is part of 
it, but that the friendships, laughs and just good people that you will meet are definitely the reason that 

you will keep coming back! 

  

Hope to see everyone again soon! 

 

Kenny   
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Board of Directors  

  Welcomes NEW Board Member! 

Jeff Ogletree is the System Vice President of Revenue Cycle at Hospital Sisters Health     
System, a multi-institutional health care system comprised of 13 hospitals and an integrat-
ed physician network across   Illinois and Wisconsin. Jeff earned a Master of Business       
Administration degree from Piedmont College and a Bachelor of Science degree in         
Consumer Economics from the University of Georgia.  Jeff began his career in healthcare in 
2001 as a Managed Care Analyst in Georgia and has enjoyed pursuing other healthcare      
related opportunities in Montana and Illinois.  Outside of work, Jeff has a very active family 
with beautiful wife of over 18 years and five children from ages 3 to 15.  Jeff enjoys sports 

and outdoor activities including RV’ing, golf and fishing.   

Jeffrey D. Ogletree, MBA 

Vice President, Revenue Cy-

cle 

Hospital Sisters Health Sys-

tem 

Welcome!!! 
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Board of Directors  

  Welcomes NEW Board Member! 

Welcome!!! 

Vanessa Haydon, CPAR 

Vice President, Account Management 

Medical Reimbursements of America 

(MRA) 

Franklin, TN 37067 

Vanessa Haydon, Vice President Account Management, Medical Reimbursements of 
America, Inc. Ms. Haydon has worked for Franklin, TN based Medical Reimbursements of 
America, Inc. (MRA) for more than ten years. In her current role, Vanessa is responsible 
for the implementation and education of new clients in MRA services and processes, 
training of in-services to new and existing clients, financial performance reviews, issue 
management and effective client services.  MRA delivers technology-enabled services 
that optimize reimbursement across the revenue cycle, creating additional revenue for 

hospitals and health systems nationwide. 
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Newly Certified Technical 

Members  

CRCS-I and cRCS-P 

Mabel Flores CRCS-P MedPay Management Systems 

Davina Garrison CRCS-P Med Pay Management Systems 

Robert Jacobsen CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Marcia Savage CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Joseph Slonecker CRCS-I Avadyne Health/MedPay 
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Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare Ad-

ministrative Management 

Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Find us on LinkedIn: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 
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ASK: 

 Is it true that a senior must have Medicare 

Part A and Medicare Part B to join a Medi-

care Advantage plan?  

ANSWER: 

Yes, and they need to live in the plan’s service 

area. 

Medicare patients may join a Medicare Ad-
vantage Plan when they first become eligible 
for Medicare or during the annual enrollment 

period from October – December. 

Have a question that you think IL AAHAM might be able to answer??  Please go to 

our website at www.illinoisaaham.org, click on the Q&A tab, and ask away! 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/
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ASK: 

 Are the benefits of a Medicare Advantage 

Plan the same as Traditional Medicare?  

ANSWER: 

Not necessarily, and billing, preauthorization 
and other procedure coverage will vary from 
payer to payer.  When scheduling a Medicare 
Replacement Plan patient, it is best to treat 
them as any insured patient when working with 

preauthorization, etc. 

Have a question that you think IL AAHAM might be able to answer??  Please go to 

our website at www.illinoisaaham.org, click on the Q&A tab, and ask away! 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/
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March 20  IL AAHAM Certification Coaching Webinar 

 

April 3  IL AAHAM Board Meeting, Parke-Regency, Bloomington, IL 

April 4  IL AAHAM Spring Education Meeting, Parke-Regency, Bloomington, IL  

 

April  23-24  Legislative Day 

   Hyatt Regency Capital Hill 

   Washington, DC 

 

May 5  IL AAHAM Board Meeting 

May 6   Joint Meeting with ICAHN,  Northfield Inn & Suites, Springfield, IL 

 

July 29  Webinar—Insurance 101 

     

     

August 19  IL AAHAM Board Meeting – Lick Creek, Pekin, IL 

August 19  Charles Garvin Memorial Golf Outing –  

   Lick Creek Golf Course, Pekin, IL  

August 20  Fall Education Meeting –  

   Par-a-dice Hotel and Casino, East Peoria, IL  

 

September 25 Webinar—Third Party Liability Reimbursement! 

 

December 3  Board Meeting –  

   Vendor Reception 

   East Peoria, IL  

 

December 4-5 Annual State Institute –   

   East Peoria, IL    
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michael.paro@transworldsystems.com 
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