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June 2014 

  

1st Place Winner!! 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2011-2012 & 2012-2013 National AAHAM Journal 

Award!! 
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The Illinois AAHAM Board of Directors would 

like to thank each one of you for your  

membership, support and  

participation!!   

We look forward to another year of  

Awesome education and networking  

opportunities! 

 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, 

Maria, Rena, Bob, Dave, Donna and CJ 
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Inside this edition...Inside this edition...Inside this edition...   

The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update 
the membership regarding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to 
health care administrative professionals. Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the       
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM 
organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this publication without 
the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor 
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President’s 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

A group of your Illinois AAHAM members attended Washington DC in April to participate with other AAHAM 
members from across the country in some grass roots lobbying on a couple of issues that are affecting our 
healthcare organizations.  I have attended this the past 2 years and have really enjoyed learning about how 
our political process for this great country of ours works in practice.  This year we had John Currier, Doris 
Dickey, CJ Tonozzi, Bill Carlson and myself representing Illinois in the National Legislative Day.  When I am in 
Washington DC each year for this event, I am always reminded of the tremendous amount of service and sac-
rifice that has been given by those that walked before us.  The monuments and the buildings take someone 
like me who just loves history back to the days of our forefathers and makes me think about the individuals 
that stepped up to lead in times of uncertainty.   

 This year, I was fortunate enough to get some great advice from my good friend Luke Gruber, who is currently 
the Iowa AAHAM chapter president.  (For those of you that know Luke, I’m sure you just said out loud to your-
self, Good Advice from Luke?)  Luke said that a must see on the trip was the Library of Congress.  I had been 
by the Library of Congress many times, but had never gone in for the tour.  So a small group of us decided to 
take some time to take the tour at the Library of Congress one morning.  The building was absolutely amazing 
architecturally.  The detail to craftsmanship really stood out in addition to the feeling of amazement when you 
think of all the great historical figures that had been in the same building that you were standing in. While in 
the Library of Congress, we went to an exhibit area on the early maps of America. I love history, and I was fas-
cinated with how some of the early map makers not only saw the World, but saw America.  We were able to 
view maps that were produced at the initial onset of the colonies, prior to the time that the entire North Ameri-
can region of what is now known as the United States had been claimed by our settlers.  These individuals 
that were able to visualize what would become the United States based upon stories and tales from others in 
order to come up with what they envisioned the land to the west of the Mississippi River to look like, were 
amazingly accurate in their depiction of the country and of the states and their boundaries.   

 I could go on and on about the experiences not only there, but throughout the trip to DC…but one thing that 
really stood out to me upon my return was the maps, and the early map makers drawing these maps based 
upon very little information and much uncertainty as to what the country really looked like…on the airplane ride 
home, I thought more about my time spent in the Library of Congress and began to think……..Isn’t this similar 
to where we are with the revenue cycle in so many ways?  We are entering unchartered territory with so much 
uncertainty and stories and tales about what our new world will look like in healthcare.  Change is the only 
constant and our ability to visualize where everything will be at the end and to take that end game and to put 
together a plan and a map for our staff to follow will help us to step up, to lead, and to be successful in these 
times of uncertainty.   

 I hope each of you is enjoying the warmth that we’ve finally been blessed with!   Here’s to a great Summer for 
each of you and your families, can’t wait to see you all at the Charles Garvin Memorial golf tourney this        
August!!! 

Kenny Koerner  MBA, CRCE 
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Ron Culberson, MSW, CSP is a speaker, humorist, and author of 
"Do it Well. Make it Fun. The Key to Success in Life, Death, and 
Almost Everything in Between.” His mission is to change the 
workplace culture so that organizations are more productive and 
staff are more content. Ron was also the 2012-2013 president of 
the National Speakers Association. For more information, please 

visit www.RonCulberson.com 

http://www.RonCulberson.com
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Ron Thompson has been an IL AAHAM member for 12 years. 

He is employed at Paris Community Hospital at the PFS Manager and will be retiring this spring. 

(At least that’s what we think.  He told us, he would be done working by ICD10 implementation, so 

with the recent changes in the implementation date, maybe not) 

 

Ron has been a stable attendee at IL AAHAM meetings for all of his 12 years of membership.  He is a 

quiet, gentle man who’s knowledge of PFS is recognized by many.   

 

Ron has been a great resource for many of us.  His knowledge of regulations related to IL Medicaid, 

Critical Access and Rural Healthcare are to be commended. 

He will be greatly missed and we wish him success as he begins his next chapter in life. 

 

Ron’s hobbies and special interests will keep him busy.  The ones we are aware of are: 

He is active in prison ministries, he is a pilot, a superb vocalists, a good dancer once he decides to 

get on the floor and we know he once owned a pet squirrel. 

We also know Ron married a younger woman, so he will start his retirement while his wife continues 

to work (at Paris Community Hospital). He’s a lucky man. 

 

Ron, we wish you success and happiness. 

Your professional and personal friends at IL AAHAM Members 
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Newly Certified Technical 

Members  

CRCS-I and cRCS-P 

Davina Garrison CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Brandon Dilley CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Mabel Flores CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Janet Hoegner CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Mark Jacobsen CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Evan Krug CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

April Snell CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Maria Steinbrecher CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Machala Ullrick CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Dennis LeMaster CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Susan Ray CRCS-I 
Alexian Brothers Behavioral Health 
Hospital 
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Newly Certified  

Professional Members  CRCP 

Mary Garbe CRCP-I PRESENCE HEALTH 
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Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare Ad-

ministrative Management 

Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Find us on Linkedin: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 
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ASK: 
Dear Illinois AAHAM, 

Will a Medicare beneficiary be impacted financially if we 
fail to meet all certifications of the two midnight rule & 
self-report the case to Medicare requesting Part-B reim-

bursement? 

ANSWER: 

Yes, the beneficiary will become responsible for his/

her 20% co-insurance, up to the cap set at the level 

of the inpatient hospital deductible. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-12-10/pdf/2013-28737.pdf 

 

Have a question that you think IL AAHAM might be able to answer??  Please go to 

our website at www.illinoisaaham.org, click on the Q&A tab, and ask away! 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-12-10/pdf/2013-28737.pdf
http://www.illinoisaaham.com/
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Have a question that you think IL AAHAM might be able to answer??  Please go to 

our website at www.illinoisaaham.org, click on the Q&A tab, and ask away! 

Page 79 

Impact on Beneficiary Payments 

Under the comprehensive service APCs, instead of paying copayments for a number of separate services that are generally, individually subject to the 

copayment liability cap at section 1833(t)(8)(C)(i) of the Act, beneficiaries can expect to only pay a single copayment that is subject to the cap. 

This will likely reduce beneficiary overall liability for most of these claims.   

Comment: Several commenters agreed with CMS that, due to the inpatient deductible cap on beneficiary copayments, net beneficiary coinsurance would de-
crease under the proposed change. One commenter was concerned that beneficiary out-of-pocket costs may still be higher for any individual beneficiary. The 
commenter 

was particularly concerned that new cost-sharing with beneficiaries for laboratory services would be contrary to statue and congressional intent. The comment-
er objected to a proposal that would impose new beneficiary cost sharing requirements in order to cut total projected Medicare spending for outpatient ser-
vices. 

Response: We believe that this proposal decreases the liability for almost all beneficiaries receiving primary procedures assigned to comprehensive APCs in CY 
2015 

because the inpatient deductible cap, mandated by statute to apply to single services, will now apply to the entire hospital claim, as it is now considered a single 
service or procedure. We agree with the commenters that there may be some isolated beneficiaries who may have a higher beneficiary liability than they would 
have had we not proposed comprehensive APCs. In many instances, and for these device-related procedures in particular, beneficiaries will no longer make 
copayments for 

individual ancillary services. Because the device insertion procedures that we have proposed as comprehensive services are universally very expensive, the cap 
will apply to the majority of claims reporting services assigned to comprehensive APC. We received many public comments on our proposal to package labora-
tory services and address those comments and concerns in our discussion of that final policy in section II.A.3.c.(3) of this final rule with comment period. 

 

Page 86 

For CY 2015, we are treating all individually reported procedures that are assigned to status indicator ‘‘J1,’’ which will appear in the CY 2015 Addendum B to the 
proposed rule, as representing components of a comprehensive service characterized by a primary service, and we will make a single payment for the compre-
hensive 

service. We will be making a single all inclusive payment for each comprehensive service reported on a claim with that payment subject to a single beneficiary 
copayment, up to the cap set at the level of the inpatient hospital deductible, as provided at section 1833(t)(8)(C)(i) of the Act. 

 

Page 360 

We proposed in section II.A.2.e. of the OPPS proposed rule to create 29 comprehensive APCs for CY 2014 to prospectively pay for device-dependent hospital 
outpatient services associated with 121 HCPCS codes. We proposed to define a comprehensive APC as a classification for the provision of a primary service and 
all adjunct services provided to support the delivery of the primary service. For services that trigger a comprehensive APC payment, the comprehensive APC 
would treat all individually reported codes on the claim as representing components of the comprehensive service, resulting in a single prospective payment 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/
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March 20  IL AAHAM Certification Coaching Webinar 

 

April 3  IL AAHAM Board Meeting, Parke-Regency, Bloomington, IL 

April 4  IL AAHAM Spring Education Meeting, Parke-Regency, Bloomington, IL  

 

April  23-24  Legislative Day 

   Hyatt Regency Capital Hill 

   Washington, DC 

 

May 5  IL AAHAM Board Meeting 

May 6   Joint Meeting with ICAHN,  Northfield Inn & Suites, Springfield, IL 

 

July 29  Webinar—Insurance 101 

     

     

August 19  IL AAHAM Board Meeting – Lick Creek, Pekin, IL 

August 19  Charles Garvin Memorial Golf Outing –  

   Lick Creek Golf Course, Pekin, IL  

August 20  Fall Education Meeting –  

   Par-a-dice Hotel and Casino, East Peoria, IL  

 

December 3  Board Meeting –  

   Vendor Reception 

   East Peoria, IL  

 

December 4-5 Annual State Institute –   

   East Peoria, IL    
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michael.paro@transworldsystems.com 
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