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December 2015 

  

“I never had a policy; I just tried to do my best each 

and every day.”  Abraham Lincoln 

Special Edition… 

               ASI Highlights  

 

 

Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year! 
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Honors our IL AAHAM Members that 

have been elected to the  

NATIONAL Board of Directors!   

     Congratulations! 

William C. Carlson, CRCE 

National Secretary 

Past IL AAHAM President and 

Chairman of the Board! 

Lifetime IL Member! 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

National Treasurer 

(Current IL AAHAM  

President!) 

John D. Currier, CRCE 

National President 

FIRST IL Member to be elected as 

National President! 

Past IL AAHAM President and 

Chairman of the Board! 

Lifetime IL Member! 
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ASI Highlights! 

Benefits of Membership 

Hot Topics! 

2016 Corporate Sponsorships 

2016 Legislative Day 

Legislative Updates 

IL AAHAM Leadership 

IL AAHAM Corporate Partners 

 

 

Calendar of Events will be issued in Early January! 

Inside this edition...Inside this edition...Inside this edition...   

The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update 
the membership regarding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to 
health care administrative professionals. Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the       
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM 
organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this publication without 
the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor 



4 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your 

families! 

Sincerely the IL AAHAM Board of Directors~ 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, Maria, 

Rena, Dave, Vanessa, and CJ 
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Highlights... 
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WELCOME!! 

First Time 

Attendees! 

EXCELLENT 

Speakers and  

Education! 
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Johnny Campbell 

Nicole Fountain 

CJ Tonozzi 

Tina Nazier 

GREAT Speakers and 

Presentations! 
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Paul Miller 

Don Thomas 

Sandy Kraiss 

John D. Currier 
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AAHAM National Executive Board of Directors 

We were HONORED to have the entire NATIONAL Executive Board of Directors join 

us for ASI. 

Thank you Vicki, John, Lori, Amy, Kenny and Bill 

For supporting the IL Chapter and helping us celebrate our Annual State Institute! 



10 

Julie Van Pelt, CRCE Receives 

the 2015 Charles Garvin 

Achievement  Award! 

Past Garvin Award Winners– Welcome to the club Julie! 

C 

O 

N 

G 

R 

A 

T 

S 



11 

I went to my first Illinois AAHAM chapter meeting seven years ago.  Ron Snyder had  encouraged me to       

attend.  While I knew that I would benefit from receiving the education,  I wasn’t exactly anticipating what 

was about to happen.  Over the past couple of decades,  I had attended many meetings for both professional 

and community reasons.  “Breaking in” to an established group is always tough.  While I can stand before 

hundreds and speak or dance, meeting new people is often difficult when the circles have been well-

established.   

Upon my return to the office, I immediately wrote an email practically gushing gratitude and awash with 

schoolgirl level enthusiasm and sent it to the board.  I congratulated them on a great meeting rich with edu-

cation but more importantly, punctuated with laughter and rife with opportunities for friendship.  My imme-

diate observation was that the Illinois    chapter had created a culture.  A culture that reflected their values 

and goals and was   completely inclusive:  young, experienced, school of hard knocks, pedigree education, 

big city, little town.  All were welcomed.  What mattered was that you were willing to learn and teach and 

be gentle with one another in an industry that spends a great deal of time trying to toss us around a little.  

In fact, to this day, if you gave me two hours and asked me to line our members up in a certain order wheth-

er it be salary, education level, number of direct reports, etc., I would be hard pressed.  We are blind to so-

cio-economic status and keenly aware of integrity and character.   

It is this culture of shared vision and acceptance that has allowed us to thrive.  It is so    palpable that guests 

and support personnel feel it and remark.  It is so engaging that you constantly look around and say, what 

else can I do to maintain and enhance this?  In a     profession that frequently feels under attack by          

regulation and misguided intentions, it is this type of culture that makes us feel energized and willing to   

return to our offices and pour more fuel on the fire.   

Shortly after that first email, I was called upon to be run for the board.   I was surprised (not as surprised as 

the evening of Dec 3rd however) I have continued to receive exponentially more than what I’ve contributed.   

There are times when I feel woefully inadequate in my role due to my “day job”, business travel and       

personal obligations.  Yet, each small contribution is received with gratitude.   

Receiving the Charles Garvin award was truly humbling.  I didn’t meet Charles; he passed away before I 

joined.  I would submit that I know him nevertheless.  I see his work; I know his character.   He, along with 

the other “originals”, created this culture of hard work and friendship.  It is engrained in all that we do and 

believe.  It is what we protect and nourish.  It is what energizes us to donate some of our personal time.  It 

is what creates a standard for others to emulate but more importantly us to renew.    The beautiful trophy 

on my table isn’t only an accolade but a visible reminder of that standard and will continue to inspire me to 

work hard on his behalf and for all those who will follow us.   

With Humble and Sincere Appreciation- 

JVP 

A Thank You from Julie Van Pelt... 
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IL AAHAM Honors Doris Dickey, 

CRCE, Chair of the Board 

Doris was honored at ASI for her 

many years of dedication and  

service! 

Doris with her Michael 

Kors personalized purse! 

Look at that smile... 

Doris loves a good purse! 

Oh, and shoes...and... 
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IL AAHAM honored John D. Currier, CRCE, Lifetime IL Chapter 

Member for being an AAHAM Trailblazer and Advocate!  He is 

the FIRST IL Member to be elected National President!!  We 

are so proud!! 

The ASI banquet has been renamed in his honor and will now 

be called - 

The John D. Currier Honorary Annual Awards Banquet!! 
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The Current 2014-2015 IL Chapter Board 

of Directors— Thank you for your       

Service! 

Pictured– Left to Right 

Kenny, Doris, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, CJ, Rena, Dave, Vanessa and Julie. 
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The NEW 2016-2017 IL Chapter  

Board of Directors! 

Pictured Left to Right 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE, Chairman of the Board, Josh Johnson, CRCP, President, Rena Willey, CRCE, 1st VP, CJ Tonozzi, CRCS,  Chris Bryant, 

2nd VP, Vanessa Haydon, CPAR, Treasurer, Dave Miller, Julie Van Pelt, CRCE, Secretary, Nikki Harper, CRCS, Tera Roesch, CRCS,  Sarah 

O’Neal, CRCS, Meaghan Coward and Ron Snyder CHFP. 
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Thank you 

Corporate Partners! 
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Anybody seen Kenny? 

L O L!! 
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Sandy Kraiss was asked a question about an issue during the ASI that she wanted 

to provide our group a follow-up: 

 

Issue: 

Medicaid has not published the ICD-10 codes for Medicaid ER and the need for an 

EAPG crosswalk.  There has been a suggestion to see if 3M could publish this since 

they have this information. 

 

Sandy corresponded with Jodie Edmonds and her reply is below: 

With the implementation of the EAPGs, ER services are now, the majority of time, 
reimbursed based on the primary diagnosis code. The crosswalk of the ICD-10 di-
agnosis codes to an EAPG assignment is only available through the 3M EAPG 

Grouper or the 3M Definitions Manual, which hospitals must purchase. 

 

Special thanks to both Sandy and Jodie for your follow-up and continued support 

to IL AAHAM!  You are both excellent resources and partners to our organization! 

 

Follow-up on an open issue- 
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Our Charity Auction raised $1200 to  

Benefit the Gift of Hope! 

What an amazing and generous group of 

People! 

AAHAM truly gives! 

THANK YOU!!! 
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Check out our NEW 

Website!! 
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2016 Corporate  

Partner Sponsorship! 

Sign-up  

Extended 

Deadline! 

December 

31st!! 
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2016 Corporate  

Partner Sponsorship! 
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2016 Corporate  

Partner Sponsorship! 
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2016 Corporate  

Partner Sponsorship! 

DECEMBER 31st! 
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The Benefits of AAHAM Membership! 
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Register Online at: 

www.aaham.org/events/legislativeday.aspx 
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Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare  

Administrative Management 

Find us on LinkedIn: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 
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RRCA 

Accounts Management, 

Inc. 

Sterling, IL 


