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May 2015 

  

1st Place Winner!! 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 

 National AAHAM Journal Award!! 
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Inside this edition...Inside this edition...Inside this edition...   

The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update 
the membership regarding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to 
health care administrative professionals. Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the       
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM 
organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this publication without 
the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor 
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The Illinois AAHAM Board of Directors would like to 

thank each one of you for your membership, support 

and  

participation!!   

We look forward to another year of Awesome Educa-

tion and Networking opportunities! 

 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, Maria, 

Rena, Dave, Vanessa, and CJ 
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President’s 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

 

Friends- 

It’s May.  It’s finally beginning to warm up.  The kids are getting ready for another school year to come to an 
end.  Family vacations are just around the corner.  And ready or not, these young Chicago Cubs are primed 
and ready to begin winning this year!! Yes this year…no more wait till next year for this guy!!!!  The eternal   
optimism of a Cubs fan!!! 

It’s May.  At work, as many of you are also living on a day to day basis, I’m faced with ensuring my staff, soft-
ware and processes are ready to handle the impending move to ICD-10.  I’m working through a potential com-
puter conversion and evaluating the various options that lie ahead when thinking about hospital and clinic rev-
enue cycles.  I seem to be constantly faced with staffing issues and trying to ensure that we are able to retain 
the quality staff that we have trained and grown here at our hospital.  I’m putting out fires that revenue depart-
ments have created by not being diligent enough in ensuring charge capture is occurring consistently when 
changes are made.  I’m talking to frustrated patients who don’t understand why their insurance is saying an 
item is coded incorrectly, yet my staff is ensuring them that it is coded appropriately.  The eternal issues of a 
revenue cycle professional!!! 

 It’s May.  I’m thinking of my friends at Rochelle Hospital and the recent tornado that struck their community 
and their families.  I’m thankful that my friends were all safe when all was said and done.  I’m thankful that in 
the face of adversity so many people stepped up to volunteer of their time and resources to lend a helping 
hand to a friend in need. I’m thankful that my immediate family and friends have not had to endure such a 
hardship.   

 It’s May.  I’ve spent the better part of the last 3 months coaching sophomore high school baseball here local-
ly.  From early mornings at work, to coaching a game almost every day of the week, to getting home late at 
night just in time to fall asleep, my life the past 3 months has been a blur.  The high school kids have taught 
me as much as I have taught them, about failing but persevering, about enjoying the moment and not worrying 
about what lies ahead, and about learning and applying what you learn on a regular basis.   

 It’s May.  It’s almost June.  Our next Illinois AAHAM meeting is June 17
th
 in Springfield.  I can’t wait to see so 

many of AAHAM friends…We will talk Cubs, work trials and tribulations, share stories from our home towns 
and will talk about the good and the bad, and we will catch up on what is happening in our personal 
lives!   Since we last met in March, so much has happened professionally and personally.  I can’t wait to share 
with each of you, and to hear from each of you how your lives have changed. Hope to see you all in June!!!  

  

Kenny  
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Wednesday June 17, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northfield Inn and Suites, 

Springfield, IL 

Register here: 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/events.htm 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/events.htm
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Great Spring Meeting —March 12 

Hawthorne Suites—Champaign, IL 
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Update from 

Leg. Day 2015 
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Newly Certified Technical 

Members  

CRCS-I and cRCS-P 

Linda McLean, CRCS-I—Avadyne Health 

Keia Miller, CRCS-I—Avadyne Health 

Jody Dryden, CRCS-I—HSHS Southern Illinois Division 
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Newly Certified Professional 

Members  

CRIP, CRCP & CRCE 

Congratulations to Mary Farmer and Renee Duncan on 

becoming CRIP certified! 

Congratulations to Ron Tapnio, Northwest Community 

Hospital on becoming CRCE-I certified! 

Recent CRCE-P Jody Ruff , receives her certificate from 

Julie VanPelt.  CONGRATULATIONS. 

Recent  CRCE-I Kristin Goff , receives her certificate 

from Julie VanPelt.  CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Hot Topic content courtesy of: 
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Watch for our Fresh, NEW website… 

coming Summer 2015! 
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www.illinoisaaham.com/forms.htm 

http://www.illinoisaaham.com/forms.htm
http://www.illinoisaaham.com/forms.htm
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Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare  

Administrative Management 

Find us on LinkedIn: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 
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Preliminary Calendar of Events: 

 

 

March 11  IL AAHAM Board Meeting, 6pm, Champaign, IL 

March 12  IL AAHAM Spring Education Meeting, Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham—  

   Champaign, IL 

 

March 30-31 Legislative Day 

   Hyatt Regency Capital Hill 

   Washington, DC 

 

June 16  IL AAHAM Board Meeting 

June 17   IL AAHAM Summer Education Meeting,  Northfield Inn and Suites,  

   Springfield, IL 

    

September 10 IL AAHAM Board Meeting – Location TBA 

September 10 Charles Garvin Memorial Golf Outing – Eagle Ridge Golf Course 

    

September 11 Fall Education Meeting – Galena, IL    

 

December 2  Board Meeting –  

   Vendor Reception 

   East Peoria, IL   Location TBA 

 

December 3-4 Annual State Institute –   

   East Peoria, IL  Location TBA 
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RRCA 

Accounts Management, 

Inc. 

Sterling, IL 


