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June 2015 

  

1st Place Winner!! 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 

 National AAHAM Journal Award!! 
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The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update 
the membership regarding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to 
health care administrative professionals. Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the       
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM 
organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this publication without 
the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor 
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The Illinois AAHAM Board of Directors would like to 

thank each one of you for your membership, support 

and  

participation!!   

We look forward to another year of Awesome Educa-

tion and Networking opportunities! 

 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, Maria, 

Rena, Dave, Vanessa, and CJ 
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President’s 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

 

I just returned from the Illinois/ICAHN joint meeting that was held June 17th in Springfield.  For me and the 
rest of the board, this is a great day and a half reward for all the hard work and efforts that take place    
behind the scenes in order to make these educational sessions a success.  We begin with a board meeting 
the night before the educational session. I know I am always energized after attending the board meeting 
when I get a chance to hear all of the great work that our board of directors is doing on your behalf 
throughout the year.  On Wednesday, the joint educational session that we had with ICAHN provided top 
notch information and networking opportunities.  I know that I made numerous contacts with other         
providers that I had not met previously, and was able to share information with them at the meeting and 

will be able to moving forward as well.  To me, that’s what Illinois AAHAM is all about… 

  

I am going to take my message in this Lincoln Log to plug the upcoming local and national AAHAM elec-
tions.  Illinois AAHAM is accepting nominations through the end of June for our new board of directors, 
whose term will be run 2016-2017.  Please contact me by the end of June if you are interested in running 
for a board position. I think you will find the work and extra time needed is certainly nothing compared to 
the rewards you will receive from Illinois AAHAM.  For those of you that think you might not be ready to 
commit to the board of directors, but still want to become more involved with Illinois AAHAM, please reach 
out to me and I will make sure we find you a committee that you can become more involved with.  At the 
national level, the national election is going to take place from June 29th through August 14th.  Your voting 
information for the national election will be emailed to you on June 29th.  At the national level, you will see 
3 Illinois AAHAM members on the national ballot.  I hope that you are able to support these candidates as 
they strive to  make our national organization even stronger than it already is.  Whether it is the local     
Illinois election, or the national AAHAM election, I just ask that each of you take the 5 minutes that it takes 
to vote.  Regardless as to who you wish to vote for, I’d love to see a strong representation from Illinois for 

both of these ballots.   

  

Fall education is in beautiful Galena, Illinois, at the Eagle Ridge Resort on  September 10 and 11.   Wednes-
day, September 10th is the annual Charles Garvin Golf Outing. Thursday, September 11 will be our educa-
tional session. We are still finalizing the education but will be getting a flier out on this very shortly.  We 
were able to secure fantastic rates for golf and for lodging, and the lodging rates will run through that Fri-

day after the meeting, so if you are interested in staying for a long weekend, please make plans to do so… 

 Hope to see you all in Galena….Have a great summer!  

Kenny  
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 

 

Eagle Ridge Golf Course 

Galena, IL 

September 10, 2015 

 

Educational Sessions 

September 11, 2015 

Eagle Ridge Resort! 

Details and Registration Information Coming Soon! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
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Great Summer Joint IL AAHAM & ICAHN 

Meeting on June 17-Springfield, IL! 

Kenny Koerner, IL AAHAM President and 

Pat Schou, Executive Director ICAHN  

WELCOME First Time Attendees! Presenter, Suzanne Lestina and Kenny Koerner! 

Excellent Networking Opportunities! 

Great attendance! 
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Great Summer Joint IL AAHAM & ICAHN 

Meeting on June 17-Springfield, IL! 

AAHAM Gives! 

Central Illinois 

Food Bank 

receives 

$342.00 from 

our Charity 

Raffle! 

 

 

 

 

Presenter, 

Derek      

DePudyt  

Revenue Cycle 

Round Table 

Moderator, 

Julie 

VanPelt...501R 

anyone??? 

Great        

Discussion! 

 

 

 

Let’s talk    

Certification! 

IL President Kenny Koerner with National 

1st Vice President, John Currier. 

A chance to catch up! 
Smile Ladies!  Great Education!! 



11 



12 

 

 

Please take time to VOTE in this year’s 

National AAHAM Election! 

 

IL AAHAM is well represented this year 

on the National Ballot.   

 

All the candidates appreciate you    

taking the time to vote! 
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501r Final Regulations 

Over four years after it was enacted, 501r final regulations were published at 

the end of 2014.  The effective date is 12/29/15.  For those of us in Patient 

Accounts, the final regulations bring some changes to how we notify our hospi-

tal patients of the availability of our financial assistance programs.  Addition-

ally, a new phrase, Extraordinary Collection Actions (ECA) will have impact not 

only to our billing notices and conversations but the activities of our collection 

agencies.  

At a glance:   

*Familiarize yourself with the Treasury’s definition of Financial Assistance 

Policy, Financial Assistance Summary, Widely Publicized and Credit Policy 

*Understand what is an ECA and when it may be initiated and when it may 

be suspended 

*Review your hospital website, signage and written publications to ensure 

that they meet the standards.  

*Create procedures to identify patients who are entitled to refunds in cer-

tain situations under this regulation 

*Meet with your bad debt agency to discuss 501r.  How will you pass the nec-

essary information?  How will you exchange information about received 

applications and the use or discontinuance of ECAs?  

I will be speaking in more detail about 501r at the  

Illinois AAHAM Fall meeting on September 11, 2015 in       

Galena.   

Julie VanPelt 

501r Final Regulations 
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Hot Topic Content, Courtesy of Miller 

Wenhold Healthcare Weekly. 
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Watch for our Fresh, NEW website… 

coming Summer 2015! 
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IL AAHAM Proudly Congratulates the 2015 IL 

AAHAM Scholarship Award Winners!! 

 

Member Scholarship Award: 

$1000.00 

Meaghan Coward 

 

Family Member Scholarship Award: 

$500.00 

Neely Harris 

Shelby Adams 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!! 
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Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare  

Administrative Management 

Find us on LinkedIn: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 
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Preliminary Calendar of Events: 

 

 

March 11  IL AAHAM Board Meeting, 6pm, Champaign, IL 

March 12  IL AAHAM Spring Education Meeting, Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham—  

   Champaign, IL 

 

March 30-31 Legislative Day 

   Hyatt Regency Capital Hill 

   Washington, DC 

 

June 16  IL AAHAM Board Meeting 

June 17   IL AAHAM Summer Education Meeting,  Northfield Inn and Suites,  

   Springfield, IL 

 

June 26  WEBINAR!  Jodie Edmonds Eligibility Webinar! 

 

August 12  WEBINAR!  Jodie Edmonds-Question and Answer Session! 

 

    

September 10 IL AAHAM Board Meeting – Location TBA 

September 10 Charles Garvin Memorial Golf Outing – Eagle Ridge Golf Course 

    

September 11 Fall Education Meeting – Galena, IL    

 

December 2  Board Meeting –  

   Vendor Reception 

   East Peoria, IL   Location TBA 

 

December 3-4 Annual State Institute –   

   East Peoria, IL  Location TBA 
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RRCA 

Accounts Management, 

Inc. 

Sterling, IL 


