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January 2015 

  

1st Place Winner!! 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2011-2012, 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 

 National AAHAM Journal Award!! 
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ASI Meeting Highlights 

Save the Date 
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IL AAHAM Leadership 
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Inside this edition...Inside this edition...Inside this edition...   

The LINCOLN LOG magazine is published four times annually by the AAHAM ILLINOIS CHAPTER to update 
the membership regarding chapter and national activities as well as to provide information useful to 
health care administrative professionals. Opinions expressed in articles or features are those of the       
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois Chapter. AAHAM, the NATIONAL AAHAM 
organization or the editor. Reproduction and/or use of the format or content of this publication without 
the expressed permission of the author(s) or the editor is prohibited. © Copyright 2007. 

Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor 
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1st Place Winner!! 

Presidential Division 2013-2014 

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design ! 

 

National President, Vicki DiTomaso, presents the 1st Place Presidential Division award 

to Kenny Koerner, IL Chapter President and Josh Johnson, IL Chapter 2nd VP and Editor 

of the Lincoln Log at the ANI in San Diego October 2014. 
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The Illinois AAHAM Board of Directors would like to thank 

each one of you for your membership, support and  

participation!!   

We look forward to another year of Awesome Education and 

Networking opportunities! 

 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, Maria, Rena, 

Dave, Vanessa, Jeff and CJ 

 



5 

President’s 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

 

As another calendar year winds down, it’s always a great time to reflect on the events and   

happenings of the year.  As I write this today I am thinking of the past year spent with my 

family and friends, the numerous hours spent with my work family, and also the past year at 

some great educational events with my AAHAM family.  I remember fondly the many, many 

ball games I watched and coached and all the young lives I was able to influence.  I remember 

not as fondly the many, many nights spent helping on homework and the thoughts of my 

school years.  I reminisce about the gatherings with family and friends and all the good food 

and conversations had.  Looking back on the year, I can also still feel the pit forming in my 

stomach recalling some of the stress that was endured.  Contrarily, a smile comes to my face 

when I remember the elation felt with the accomplishments and people that I was able to 

help.   The year now seems like a blur, but I know while each day was occurring that a blur it 

was not.  Whatever your memories of 2014 are, here’s to wishing you, your family and your 

friends a wonderful and blessed 2015.  May you each live each day to its fullest in the new 

year. 

  

Take Care, and we will see you all in March at our educational meeting kick-off in Champaign. 

  

Kenny   



6 

IL AAHAM would like to Congratulate  

William Carlson, CRCE on his recent  

Retirement!!! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Thursday March 12, 2014 

 

Spring Education Meeting! 

Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham— 

CHAMPAIGN, IL!!!! 

 

Details will be announced this 

week! Watch for our e-mail 

blasts! 
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Annual State Institute 

2014 

Night at the Oscars… 

A Red Carpet Event! 

ASI was held December 3-5, 2014 at the 

Holiday Inn and Suites, East Peoria! 

It was a Big success and the IL AAHAM 

Board would like to thank all who 

helped make it a great  

success!   

Great Networking, Great Education, 

Good Food and Lots of Fun! 

 

Thanks for making IL AAHAM one of the 

strongest Chapters in the Nation! 
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Annual State Institute 

2014 

WELCOME First Time Attendees! 

Excellent Education Sessions! 

WELCOME National Board 

Members! 

We were very excited to welcome 3 National Board Members 

to ASI!  National President, Vicki Di Tomaso, National 1st Vice 

President, John Currier and                                               

National Treasurer, Amy  Mitchell 
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VISIT  

http://www.aaham.org/Events/LegislativeDay.aspx 

For Registration Information! 
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Newly Certified Technical 

Members  

CRCS-I and cRCS-P 

Mark Jacobsen CRCS-P Avadyne Health 

Letisha Johnson CRCS-I Avadyne Health 

Machala Ullrick CRCS-P Med Pay Mgt Systems 

Sharon Anderson CRCS-I Crawford Memorial Hospital 

Julia Earnst CRCS-I Crawford Memorial Hospital 

Kendra Traxler CRCS-I Crawford Memorial Hospital 

Jason Blackman CRCS-I Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services 

Susan McElroy CRCS-I Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services 

Matthew Ertel CRCS-I Gibson Area Hospital & Health Services 

Sharon Grivna CRCS-I Mercy Harvard Care Center 

Cindy Collins CRCS-P Midwestern University Multispecialty Clinic, Downers 
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Newly Certified Professional 

Members  

CRCP and CRCE 

As the professional certification chair, my role is to educate and 

support our members who are seeking the designation of  

Certified Revenue Cycle Executive.  The chair is the point of 
contact with National for applications, proctoring, document-
ing.  The chair receives the awards and certificates as they are 
earned.  I personally just completed my CRCE in October 2013 
so the nerves and preparation steps are still fresh for me but 

the reward of achievement was worth the effort.  I am a big  

advocate of certification and education as a way to add value to 
your role and solidify your employability for the future.  If any 
member has had a passing thought about seeking professional 
certification, please contact me.   I can be reached at my office 
at 866-633-7291 ext. 3010 or email 

jvanpelt@avadynehealth.com  I will do my best to help you  

understand the commitment to succeed and can offer telephone 
study sessions, tips on taking the exam and morale support in 

your journey.   

Julie VanPelt, CHFP, CPC, CRCE-I, CRCS-I,P 

A note from the Professional Certification 

Chair, Julie VanPelt, CRCS, CRCE... 

mailto:jvanpelt@avadynehealth.com
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Search for:  

Illinois American Association of Healthcare Ad-

ministrative Management 

Tweet with us:  

@AAHAMIL 

Find us on LinkedIn: Search for  

AAHAM Illinois Chapter 
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Preliminary Calendar of Events: 

 

March 11  IL AAHAM Board Meeting, 6pm, Champaign, IL 

March 12  IL AAHAM Spring Education Meeting, Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham—  

   Champaign, IL 

 

March 30-31 Legislative Day 

   Hyatt Regency Capital Hill 

   Washington, DC 

 

June 8  IL AAHAM Board Meeting 

June 9   IL AAHAM Summer Education Meeting,  Springfield, IL 

   Details and Location TBA 

 

September 10 IL AAHAM Board Meeting – Location TBA 

September 10 Charles Garvin Memorial Golf Outing –  

   Location TBA  

September 11 Fall Education Meeting –  

   Location TBA 

 

December 2  Board Meeting –  

   Vendor Reception 

   East Peoria, IL   Location TBA 

 

December 3-4 Annual State Institute –   

   East Peoria, IL  Location TBA 

 

 

NEW Webinar Series coming in 2015-Details to come!! 
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As we welcome 2015– We 

want to extend a 

 BIG Thank you to all of the 

2014 Corporate  

Partners!! 

Your Support is much appreciated! 

 

 

Watch for the March edition of the Lincoln 

Log that will list all of the NEW  

2015 Corporate Partners! 
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michael.paro@transworldsystems.com 
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